ICHI 2010 programme in Eastern Slovakia

Arrival — 11" September

1% day — 19 September (Andy Warhol Museum in MedzilaborcetiD¥alley; Craft Day in Svidnik
Open Air Musn).

Andy Warhol Museum in Medzilaborce

New York, Pittsburgh.....Medzilaborce? Not gengr&hown as a pop art barometer, this backward
outpost of northeastern Slovakia has more in comwitimcommunism than consumerism. So when a
museum dedicated to art-legend Andy Warhol wasdedrhere a few
years ago, it caused quite a sensation -- and litdeaontroversy.

Born in Pittsburgh to Slovakian immigrant parenés)dy Warhol
(1928-1987) never put much stock in his family aokind. When
asked where he was from, the elusive artist onggpgd, "I come from
nowhere." Yet, thanks to the Medzilaborce museurmowhere" is fast
becoming a place of pilgrimage for Warhol fanseargh of the artist's
Eastern European roots.

Founded in 1991, the Warhol Family Museum of Modernis, to say
the least, colorfully incongruous. An onion domedh©dox church sits
on the hill next to it, while old women in head s&s amble in front of
two oversized Campbell's soup cans flanking theemnss entrance.
The shops on A. Warhola Street are depressinglg barconsumer
goods, and no one has bothered to take down thalisbaealist
paintings of yesteryear found in the town's onlyehdndeed, the communist memorial here, with its
freshly painted red star, seems better suited tdzZN&borce than any monument to the American pop
artist.

Today the museum stands as a shrine to an urbarié light-years removed from Medzilaborce's
backward and rustic milieu. Serial portraits of Mar Monroe greet the visitor in the museum foyer
while aluminum foil awnings deck the ceiling of thruseum caf, which gives a nod to Andy's Chelsea
Factory. In the main hall, Warhol's snakeskin jaclBrooks Bros. ties, sunglasses, Walkman and
ubiquitous camera are enshrined in vitrines, ligkcs of some saint. Photos of Eddie Sedgewick,
Ultra Violet and other Factory personages gracemhis. A lot of this must go over the head of the
average visitor. The upstairs mobile consistingalystyrene dollar bills and the nearby silk-screen
icon of four dollar signs strike a chord of empattinpugh.

Death Valley

You need to turn at the monument of the Soviet 434, which climbs over the German tank, to the
Death Valley. The
heaviest tank battle
was held in the area,
when Soviet troops
crossed Slovak
borders from Polish
side in the end of
October 1944,

. 30 000 people
(mostly soldiers)
died in three days.
=~ Altogether about 90
000 people died in
the Death Valley
during the WW L.




Open Air Museum in Svidnik

You can find deployed tanks left in the area since
the end of the WW II.

Try to squinch your eyes, imagine the tanks are
moving and you are having only 1 — 2 minutes to
live ...

Map of the battle

Open Air Museum — Museum of the Ukrainian-
Ruthenian Culture in Svidnik was opened in
1982. There you can find 21 about 100 years old
wooden buildings from nearby area there.
Typical living buildings, barns, hay sheds but
also water mill and water saw mill, thrashing
machine, church, fire station, school, pub, shrine,
etc.

10 ha area introduced a real village to visitors
because they can see grazing domestic animals
(sheep, cows, horses and goats). Visitors can see
a collection of carriages and old tools using for
agricultural purposes at that time.

We can see interior of the houses. Each house
represents a house prepared for a special
occasion — birth of a child, sauerkraut making,
washing, Christmas Eve, etc.

There are held some very special events like a
Craft Day, where you can see demonstrations of
many craftsmen production associated with sale.
This event is also well known by “pirohy”-eating
competition (traditional meal).



2" day — 18 September (Cooking of traditional meals with M&agn Brusnica).

Slovak cuisine is not as famous as
French, Italian or Spanish cuisine but
surprisingly  very tasteful for
foreigners. It is very hard to compare
it to any other European cuisine.
Most well known Slovak meals are
“pirohy* (noodle dough cut into
squares, folded and edges are
squeezed) with variety of fillings
(depend on a region, where "pirohy”
are eaten — boiled, baked, fried);
“halusky s bryndzou” - grated
potatoes mixed with flour and boiled.
Served with bryndza (matured sheep
cheese) or cottage cheese, roasted
cabbage, etc.; manka [machankah]
- creamy thick mushroom soup;
“lokSe”[lokshe] — mashed potatoes
mixed with flour, rolled into a
pancake form and roasted on a hot
oven plate, etc. It is very difficult only to deta them.
You have to taste them at first!
Participants can choose meals and prepare them by
themselves led by Margita.

Margita is preparing “lokse”.

3 day — 14 September (Mushrooming day, watching of sheep -haitkihg with sheep cheese

tasting).

Do you know there are about 250 000 species of
mushrooms in the world? Mushroomers are
interested in “only”20 000 of them.

The most important for each mushroomer is to
know mushrooms growing nearby his/her

residence. The first rule of mushroomer in the
forest, if he finds a mushroom, is to leave it ¢gher

if he/she is not sure the mushroom is edible. It is
the most safety way how to survive.

Mushrooming is a national hobby in Slovakia.

Almost each magazine has some advices and
some good recipes for mushroomers. We have
also some web pages for mushroomers, where
you can find incidence of mushrooms at any
time.

Ways of drying, preserving, recipes are thankful
topics for conversation in Slovakia.



Sheep milking by hands
Sheep cheese preparing

Sheep cheese is delicacy almost for everybody in
Slovakia. Either curd or “bryndza” — matured and
grated sheep cheese. It is declared Slovak
traditional product.

It is interesting but Slovak people do not like lam
meat but any sheep cheese products we really
love.

4"day — 18' September (A craft + short hiking trip)

Cornhusk dollies making is popular
especially at schools, where students can test
their  workmanships, skilfulness and
creativity. Only dry, not damaged corn
leaves are used for dolly making that are
soaked by water before using.

Cornhusk dollies are popular gifts from
Slovakia.

Short hiking trip from Stropkov to Brusnica is fraime beginning a trip along a ridge of a mountain
chain of the Ondava Highland and later through radlp which is a part of the UNESCO World
Heritage - The Eastern Slovakia Beech Forestswearaverview and beautiful beech forest are a
reward for hikers and in the end of the trip isséiailous dinner.



5"day — 18 September (Museum of Icons, St.Aegidius ChurBaidejov)

The first written
document about
Bardejov is from
1241.

The most
beautiful

buildings are the
Basilica of

St.Aegidius, old
Town Hall, Town
Library, Town’s
ramparts and the
Main Square.

Bardejov is
written ~ among
localities of the

UNESCO World Heritage since 2000.

An icon — it is a sacral painting. It is mostly pd on
wood and it comes from the Byzantine culture. Thaye
depicted scenes from the Old and New Testament and
from lives of saints. The icon is typical for a @ian
church (cerkov) — the Orthodox and Greek-Cathdaigsr

The most precious and the most beautiful partafuach

is an iconostasis — set of icons that are aligroedraing

to special rules (canon). It symbolically divides
presbyterium and the main nave like heaven and the
Earth. The iconostasis is full of symbolism.

6"day — 17' September (Cicva Castle and Vranov festivals)

Cicva Castle festival is prepared by the Natural
Museum from Hanusovce nad Toplou and it is
always dedicated to a theme. Usually it is a
section through centuries. You can find there
many craftsmen, including very old ones (stone
splitters, vertical looms weaving, metal beater,
etc., historical fencing groups, tasting of very

old meals (similar to Scottish porridge).

Vranov is a small town and it celebrates its xxx
anniversary of the first reference about the town.



Leaving day — 17 September



